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School context 

Wavertree school serves a community that has many social and economic challenges.  The 

proportion of children eligible for free school meals and those with special educational needs is 

above the national average.  Pupil mobility amongst is high as families move in to and leave the 

area.  For 17% of the children English is a second language with some children learning English as 

they join the school.  A significant number of pupils come from faith backgrounds other than 

Christianity. 

The distinctiveness and effectiveness of Wavertree Primary School as a Church of 

England school are outstanding   

 The clear vision of the headteacher, effectively supported by staff and governors, leads to a 

strong Christian ethos.  Children enjoy coming to school, achieve well academically and 

know that their well-being is of importance.   

 As a result of a secure understanding of Christian values, children recognise that being a 
person of faith affects the way they behave, their attitudes to learning and their response to 

those in need.  

 Collective worship is highly valued by the whole school community and makes an excellent 

contribution to the children’s spiritual, moral, social and cultural development. 

 

Areas to improve 

 Develop procedures to regularly evaluate the work and life of the school as a church school 
that will support its development into the future. 

 Increase the involvement of children in the planning and leadership of worship to give them 

greater ownership and deepen their spiritual understanding. 
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The school, through its distinctive Christian character, is outstanding at meeting 

the needs of all learners 

The Christian distinctiveness of this church school is apparent across all aspects of school life.  

Children speak confidently about the ways in which the school’s Christian foundation helps 

them to be happy and to feel safe and valued.  They readily refer to Christian values when 

discussing school life and have a secure understanding of the biblical stories that underpin them.  

As a consequence, children behave well and are courteous and sensible when moving around 

the compact school building.  Achievement is good and parents attribute this to the school’s 

focus on the children as individuals and the willingness of staff to ‘go the extra mile’ to engage 

children in their learning.  The school is working hard to ensure that children attend school 

regularly and arrive punctually and gives good support to families where personal circumstances 

make this difficult.  Children are eager to share their understanding of a personal faith and what 

it means to them, however their spiritual development is less secure.  Opportunities to reflect 

on a personal response to knowledge learned and to important questions are sometimes 

missed.  Children enjoy taking part in community events.  They recognise their responsibility to 

their local community and understand the importance of supporting others as an expression of 

Christian compassion and generosity.  The school choir is much in demand to sing within the 

community and children enjoy raising funds for those in need.  Whilst Christian distinctiveness is 

the foundation of the school many opportunities are taken for children to learn from their peers 

of other faiths and the level of respect between the different faith communities is outstanding.  

Religious Education (RE) has a high profile and children enjoy learning about Christianity and 

other religions.  They value learning about inspirational people of faith and comment on the 

confidence they gain when reflecting on their response to situations in daily life.  Children of 
other faiths welcome the opportunities they are given to share their traditions and practices 

with their peers.   

The impact of collective worship on the school community is outstanding 

Worship is central to the life of this distinctive church school.  Children say that they learn a lot 

about Jesus during worship and appreciate times when there is, ‘a peace that helps you to feel 
calm inside’.   Adults say that they welcome the opportunity to worship together as a school 

community each day.  Worship is biblically based and includes some distinctive features of 

Anglican practice such as prayer and music.  The weekly Open the Book worship, led by the 

local church, is a favourite of the children.  Children of all faiths talk of the ways in which 

worship helps them to reflect on important values such as forgiveness and putting other people 

first.  The church year and major Christian festivals are celebrated, usually in church, and 

parents welcome the opportunity to worship alongside their children.  Worship themes are 

identified through discussion with colleagues, with appropriate detail and support materials being 

added by the worship coordinator.  They relate both to the pattern of the church year but also 

to local, national and international situations where the school seeks to bring Christian 

understanding to difficult issues.  As a consequence the moral, social and cultural development 

of the children is very strong.  Children are responsive to worship and eagerly share times when 

it has made a difference to them.  For example, in response to a focus on forgiveness led by the 

Year 1 class, a child spoke of reflecting on whether she has ever done something that someone 

else has forgiven her for.  Places for reflection and prayer are provided around the school 

although these are not always well used by the children.  Children have a clear, age appropriate 

understanding of God as Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  A child, when trying to make sense of 

each part, spoke of the Spirit as being the bit of God that lives inside you.  Children enjoy 

participating in worship although they do not routinely plan or lead it.  Their prayers are used 

regularly in worship and children speak of the importance they place on hearing the prayer 

needs of others.  Children are given a wide experience of different forms of worship and sing 

with expression and enthusiasm.  The monitoring and evaluation of worship is effective and 

includes responses from children and adults which then inform future planning. 
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The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the school as a church 

school is outstanding 

The vision of a school where children encounter the love of God is evident across all aspects of 

school life.   It is underpinned by a series of core Christian values which are known, understood 

and practised by children and adults alike.  Leaders and governors successfully ensure that their 

passion for the school’s faith foundation informs their decisions about provision for academic 

development and personal well-being.  Evidence of the impact of that provision on the lives of 

the children is less clear.  The curriculum is well planned and interesting and children are 

excited by all that they learn.  Robust tracking of the ways in which the wider curriculum 

supports spiritual, moral, social and cultural education adds distinctiveness to the curriculum and 

results in very good attitudes to learning.  Parents, including those of faiths other than 

Christianity, recognise the importance of the school’s faith foundation.  Comments such as, ‘I 

know where to go and who to talk to if I have a concern,’ and ‘the school feels like a little village 

where everyone is valued,’ reflect the school’s relationships with parents.  Communication is 

strong and informative and parents appreciate that messages are passed on promptly and 

concerns are addressed effectively.  Links with the local church are valued by school and church 

alike.  Children feel at home within the church family and enjoy the many occasions when they 

visit the church both as part of their learning in RE and to worship.  Governors are well 

informed about school life and many contribute to the day to day work of the school.  Through 

sponsorship of a child in Peru the children’s understanding of Christianity as a world faith is 

strengthened.  Children support a wide range of local and national charities and talk with 

enthusiasm about the ways in which money raised and goods collected are used.  Governors are 

aware of the importance of the ongoing professional development provided by the diocese and 
its role in strengthening staff for their work within a church school.  The leadership of both RE 

and Collective Worship are given high priority and this is reflected in the provision enjoyed by 

the children and in their knowledge and understanding of and about Christianity.    
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